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Accessible transport is our right




22nd November2011
Dear Mr Ryan

I’m writing to encourage you to approve the scheme to bring stepfree access to Tower Hill station at the Development meeting next Monday 28th November. 
The population of disabled people in the borough is growing considerably, and there is a real need to ensure the transport network meets this demand. The opportunity to have a lift fully funded by hotel developers is too good to miss.

A stepfree tube would bring huge benefits to older and disabled people in the borough, as well as to others including parents with small children. As it would connect the DLR which is largely stepfree with the wider Tube network, it would enable those with reduced mobility to access stations in central London and out along the District Line.

At the moment, 1 in 5 disabled people have found it difficult to get the healthcare they need because of inaccessible transport and almost half have restricted their choice of job because of inaccessible transport.   80% of disabled people use the Tube less than they would like to. This means they frequently miss out on jobs; miss family and friends’ celebrations; and are excluded from enjoying the capital’s cultural and civic life. A stepfree Tower Hill would furthermore bring more disabled and people into the area, supporting local businesses. 

We recognise that in an ideal world, TfL would be providing ‘no strings’ funding for lift installation at the station. However, as you will be aware, TfL have recently cut their targets for making stations stepfree. We believe this is profoundly irresponsible, and have been lobbying the Mayor hard for TfL to increase funding for accessibility. We are glad to say that London Assembly Members have been very supportive in articulating the need for stepfree stations: indeed, Valerie Shawcross, Jenette Arnold and the West London Labour Party is holding a demonstration in support of stepfree access at Ladbroke Grove in December.
In the meantime though, residents with reduced mobility need to be able to use the Underground NOW. We cannot wait. Some older people, or those with a life limiting condition, will probably not be around the ‘next time’ an opportunity comes for stepfree access here.

Please consider working with the developers to find a solution which can provide equal access to transport to disabled and older people, while ensuring that the character of the area is protected. I understand concerns to protect local heritage, but this cannot be used as an excuse to lock disabled people out of jobs, leisure opportunities and public life.
This is a great opportunity to increase access in the borough. We urge you to accept the proposal to make Tower Hill becomes stepfree, so that older and disabled people can use it with the same freedom and independence that many other local residents take for granted. 

 We look forward to your response.

Sincerely
Lianna Etkind
Campaigns and Outreach Co-ordinator
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