Guide Dogs Campaigns Update – March 2010
Welcome to the latest Guide Dogs’ Campaigns Update. Our ‘Talking Buses’ campaign is progressing well and we have some excellent news about Guide Dogs’ first-ever legal action on the proposed development of a shared surface street at Exhibition Road in London.
Say NO to Shared Streets
Our ‘Say NO to Shared Streets’ campaign is still going strong.  In breaking news, on March 4, Guide Dogs was given permission by the High Court to apply for a judicial review against the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea over the proposed development on Exhibition Road.  The judge, Mr Wilkie, concluded that in light of more recent research, that there was a case to answer and the case will go to court.  A date has not yet been fixed, but will take place on the first free court date after April 19 2010.  We will, of course, keep you all updated on how the case progresses.

On February 3, there was a debate on shared surface streets in the House of Lords, introduced by Lord Low of Dalston.  A number of Lords made positive and encouraging speeches about the difficulties that can be experienced by people using shared surface streets.  Unfortunately, the response from the government was less encouraging, with government whip Lord Faulkner of Worcester dismissing Guide Dogs’ work on this issues and downplaying the idea that shared surface streets can be intimidating for blind and partially sighted people.  Lord Faulkner did offer to do a blindfolded walk on a shared surface street during the debate – and we have called on Lord Faulkner to honour this pledge, but at the time of writing, he has not yet done so.
Another comment made by Lord Faulkner was that many of the organisations which support our campaign were not properly representing the views of their members. This is totally inaccurate and we have asked the 40 organisations who have signed up to write to Lord Faulkner confirming their support. With more organisations signing up all the time, most recently Inclusion London and the London Visual Impairment Forum, it is clear that shared surface streets is an issue for many vulnerable groups.
Talking Buses
Our ‘Talking Buses’ campaign has made great progress since it was launched. Our EDM has now reached over 200 signatures, which is a fantastic result.  This is now the most signatures for an EDM that Guide Dogs has ever received and we could not have done it without the support of people who took the time to go onto the website and write to their MPs encouraging them to sign the EDM and support the campaign.  Thank you to all you who have already done this – and if you haven’t there is still time! All you need to do is to log onto www.guidedogs.org.uk/helpus/campaigns/talking-buses/how-you-can-help/.
For those of you on Facebook, there is another way you can show your support.  Guide Dogs is giving away a free 'Talking Buses' campaign badge to display on your Facebook profile.  All you need to do is click onto http://apps.facebook.com/guidedogsbadge/ to download the badge.  You can also gift the free badge to up to 10 of your Facebook friends.
In support of the campaign’s aim to make bus travel more accessible for blind and partially sighted people, Guide Dogs has just released a leaflet with tips for bus drivers.  This will offer practical advice for drivers on how to help their blind and partially sighted passengers.  One of the tips is “Let me know when I’ve reached my stop”, which we hope they won’t need much longer if our campaign is successful!  There will also be a credit card-sized version for bus drivers and guide dog owners to carry with them.
On March 10, Guide Dogs is holding a reception at the House of Commons on Talking Buses – one of our last opportunities to promote the campaign to MPs before an election is called. A number of prominent MPs and representatives from the bus industry and other charities that support the campaign will be present.  We will report on the reception in the next update.
For further information on the campaigning work of Guide Dogs, or if you no longer wish to receive these updates, please contact: Caroline Weston, Campaigns Officer via email at campaigns@guidedogs.org.uk or call 0118 983 8338. 

